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that the monarch would furnish each of us with a camel, a new
suit of clothes, and money.

To make a bridge of gold (even though the sum offered was
small) for a flying enemy is a wise measure, whether in Ma-
cedonia or in Nejed; and Feysul thought that he could not
better ensure his safety from our spells and incantations than
by making us his friends, but at a reasonable distance. We, in
our innocence, did not yet know the reason of this manoeuvre,
and attributed it to other and lighter motives. So, instead of
acquiescing, we represented to 'Abd-el-'Azeez that our stay at
Ri'ad would be alike advantageous to the bodies of the towns-
men and to our own purses; whereas an over-speedy departure
might sound ill, and prejudice our success even at Hofhoof.
He promised to consult Feysul once more upon the matter, but
gave us to understand that there was little prospect of an
" amendment" in the royal decree. Of course our persistence
in wishing thus to remain at Ri'ad could have no other effect
than to confirm the timid suspicions of the old tyrant; but
this we knew not

Meanwhile the privy council assembled around the king in
the garden had come to a somewhat similar resolution about
the Persians, whom Feysul determined to dismiss at the shortest
possible notice, though with fair words and some trifling present,
but without personal audience or effective redress. For this he
had more than one reason; but it was the dread of assassination
that worked strongest of all on his evil conscience.

However, Arab prudence made him unwilling to precipitate
matters; and a little after noon he sent for Aboo-'Eysa, who im-
mediately went to the garden where his Majesty lay concealed.
What passed on that occasion we afterwards learnt in detail
from different sources. Feysul received Aboo-'Eysa with an
air of grave severity, and reproached him for having brought
so ill-conditioned a cargo to the palace gates. Our guide
made all possible excuses, and was backed up in his apology
by the prime minister Mahboob, a staunch friend of Aboo-
'Eysa's, or at least of his presents. For what regarded the
Persians, it was resolved on better thoughts to give them some
kind of satisfaction; but Feysul, ever fearful of treachery,
could not yet be persuaded to receive theNa'ib in person; and
accordingly that part of the business was committed to Mah-